
 

 

 

October, 2020 

First United Methodist Church Palacios 

 

Message from the Pastor 
 

October 2020 Nurturing Our Spiritual Strength 

     This pandemic is lasting a lot longer than most of us ever thought it would. 

Each week as we gather at church, we are reminded that Covid 19 continues to 

sicken and kill people in our community and across this nation.  Empty pews, 

waves rather than hugs, and mask-muffled voices greet us if we are able to 

come to church.  Out of love and commitment to serving one another and our 

neighbors, we continue to stay apart as a congregation.  We must continue to 

be vigilant in our public health practices.  But we also need to care for our 

spiritual health and wellbeing.  

     Each day we spend much of our time at home.  Now in the sixth month of 

this health crisis, we may grow weary of our routine.  Last April as we began this 

journey into the pandemic, I recommended the creation of a sacred space at 

home.  For some this  was a new idea.  Church was always our most familiar 

sacred space.  For a time, we as a congregation worshipped regularly on 

Sundays from home.  Some of you may have created a special place in your 

home or you may have recognized you had already created such a space, 

perhaps even unintentionally for daily prayer.  Now some of us can return to 

the sanctuary, but many are not able to yet.  In our home, the sacred space has 

become a place of comfort.  It reminds us of God’s continual presence and 

blessings even in difficult times.  It was the setting for the online Bible studies I 

prepared for church.  We used it as a place to pray while our granddaughter 

was being born.  We participated online from our sacred space in our 

daughter’s commissioning ceremony.  It has become a place set aside to spend 

time with God.  It has nurtured us in our relationship with God during these 

long and isolated days.  
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     On Wednesday, October 7th, I will start a new Bible study using Adam 

Hamilton’s, The Walk, as a reference.  Our study will focus on five essential 

practices to support and nurture our Christian lives. I hope you will join us. 

Perhaps you will use or construct a sacred space for the location from which to 

participate in this study.  And please remember, you and your soul are the most 

sacred spaces in your home.  Caring for yourself, your health, your mental and 

spiritual wellbeing during this strange and stressful time is of utmost 

importance to your family, your friends and to God.  

 

Síockán/Paz/Peace 
Dave 

 

                                                                                                 Announcements 

We give thanks that once again Palacios has been spared from the effects of Tropical Storm BETA. 
But the Hurricane Season still has more than a month to go.  2020 certainly has been a busy storm 
year. 

 

Joys and Concerns 

 

 

2 



 

 

 

 

 

Together tho Apart:  A Church Fellowship Meeting With Everyone at  Home! 

 

The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 6 p.m.  The plan is to have a 
good old-fashioned Singalong.  So tune up your voices.  We can participate by 
telephone, or by Zoom. 
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COVID-19 update 
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Administrative Council Minutes - September 8, 2020 
  

Jimmy Neeley, Council Chair, called the meeting to order 
at 6:00 p.m.  Jimmy Neeley opened with a prayer.  In 
attendance:  Pastor Dave Moreno, Bill Law, Melissa Law, 
Erwin Janszen, Tony Barber, Maxine Kubecka, Vanessa 
Kunefke, Ken Johnson and Leland Singer. 

Included in the Council packet:  Agenda, Balance Sheet, 
Monthly Profit and Loss and Profit and Loss Budget 
Performance. 

This meeting was held through Zoom in order to continue 
social separation due to the Coronavirus. 

 Minutes from the previous meeting on August 11, 2020 
were approved.  Motion made by Maxine Kubecka. 
Second by Tony Barber.  All in favor.  

Financial Reports were provided and explained by Maxine 
Kubecka. 

 The income from giving in August was $13,199.19 and 
other sources was $33.47 making the total $13,232.66. 
Church expenses were $13,812.15 making a loss of 
$579.49 for August.  Budget income for August was 
$12,750.01 and the over budget for August income was 
$482.65. 

The balance sheet as of August 31, 2020 

FFB-Checking Account $23,261.72 

TMF-Johnson Foundation $21,310.29  

TMF-Josh Hebel Scholarship Fund $27,277.54  

FFB-House Payment $65,155.01 

A payment of $2000.00 towards apportionments has been 
made in August.  

The Josh Hebel Scholarship awarded 10 - $1000 
scholarships this year at graduation.  Students received 
$500 for Fall 2020 semester and $500 for Spring 2021 
semester.  Seven of the ten scholarships have been 
funded by FUMC at $500/student for the Fall 2020 
semester. 

Maxine has sent a letter to TMF requesting $5000.00 to 
fund these scholarships.  The TMF sent $1000.00 in the 
month of August.  A follow-up call has been placed to Sara 
Beltran to determine the error and to request the balance 
of $4000.00 to fund the Fall 2020 semester payments. 

Erwin Janszen made a motion to accept  the Treasurer’s 
report.  Second by Ken Johnson.  All in favor. 

Trustees Report – Leland Singer reported that they have a 
contract on the rent house for $125,000.00.  Closing cost 
is $9000.00.  They want a survey that will cost $700.00 
and want us to pay half so after closing we will receive 
approximately $116,584.00.  They want to close in two 
weeks.  If this falls through there are two other offers. 

Pastor Dave provided an oral Pastor’s Report.    He spoke 
with DeeDee and Wanda about Christmas  and they said 
there would not be a children’s play. There would be 
limited decorations.  They would put up two Christmas 
trees.  One would be a memory tree and the other would 
be the current congregation members.  They will decorate 
with people’s pictures.  DeeDee is not comfortable doing 
children’s Sunday school this year.  

Pastor Dave will be in the office once a week starting next 
week.  He will be taking all precautions to be safe.  

In two weeks he will be doing Zoom with the 
congregation. 

New Business- Jimmy Neeley was concerned about the 
giving’s through credit cards, checks and direct deposit. 
Maxine Kubecka knows who gives and will provide Amy 
Kubecka a report of the giving’s. 

Old Business – Jimmy Neeley will give Michelle Colura the 
thank you card that the congregation signed for taking 
care of the flower beds at church. 

Motion to Adjourn:  Pastor Dave closed the meeting in 
prayer at 6:59p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Melissa Law 
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Action Item List 

Description Who will 
manage this? 

Date to Complete Actual Date Completed 

Electrical problems affecting 

the sanctuary  

Trustees    

Clean up of church storage 

areas 

 

 Trustees    

Recommendation in June 

2018 from the trustees for the 

church to hire a part time 

handyman for property 

maintenance.  

 

 Trustees    

Get a bid on replacing the 

sanctuary floor tile.  

Erwin    

Emergency Preparedness 

Plan 

 

 Joni writes the draft 

plan and sends on 

to Erwin, Bill, Pastor 

of 

input/consideration 

 Joni sent draft 

plan in August 

2018 

 

Find out if the church has 

Directors and Officers 

insurance coverage through 

our liability with Church 

Mutual 

 

Pastor Dave   

Hearing devices for members Pastor Dave    

Background check 

information 

Pastor Dave and 

Wesley Nurse 

 January 2020 

Security Cameras Jimmy Neeley and 

Trustees 

  

 

Alert 

Daylight Savings time ends on November 1.  So be sure to set your clock before bedtime on 
Saturday, October 31. 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR OCTOBER 

2 Jason Miller 4 Ansley Kubecka 

 

6 Michele Colura 

 

9 Joni Flores 12 Candice Neese 

 

18 Jody Kubecka 

21 Ney Oldham, III 22 Marty Rieck                  Ginny Moreno 

 

25 Jim Davidson 

 

29 Betty Janszen 31 Debbie Poessel  
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(I would like to include pictures on birth dates.   If you or  family members have upcoming birthdays, 
please send me a photo: murphy_miss@yahoo.com.  The photos can be updated over time) 

 

Reminder:  Date for submitting contributions to the Newsletter to Miss Murphy, 

murphy_miss@yahoo.com and Mary Jo Neeley, jimmymary@neeleyfamily.com , is 

usually by the 21st of each month 
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