
 

 

                                                                                                                             
 
 

November, 2019 
 

First United Methodist Church Palacios
Message from the Pastor
Workaholics and Worriers 
Writing the Pastor’s Note for this November’s newsletter began as a bit of a 
problem for me.  My thoughts and reflections were all connected to my recent 
October vacation.  I was concerned that writing about “vacations” didn’t make 
much sense in the fall because most of families “vacation” in the summer months.  
As I mulled over my ideas, I realized that vacations are really about “self
that this is always a timely topic, but especially as we begin our sprint into the 
“holiday season.”  Oxford Dictionary actually defines “self
taking an active role in protecting one’s own well
particular during periods of stress.” Holiday seasons can be very stressful 
because of all we feel we “must” accomplish. 
to New Mexico and Colorado, I looked forward to returning to places that we have 
visited many times before.  Even as we began the long dr
the change of landscape and vegetation, anticipating the first glimpses of distant 
purple ridges of the Franklin Mountains, I did not really feel like “vacationing.”  I 
had much on my mind.  I knew time off was important, but I fe
being so far from Palacios, the church and its members.  The surprisingly chilly 
temperatures and crisp dry New Mexican air was invigorating, but I still felt very 
disconnected from the idea of vacation.  I don’t know when I finally relaxed
did eventually.  I realized that God’s goodness continued to surround us, you and 
me and our community, even as we were apart.  I was able to appreciate and 
absorb the wonder and beauty of nature, 
of the maple and aspen trees.  I appreciated the mystery and wonder of human 
beings who lived so long ago and left behind their amazing cliff dwellings and 
petro glyphs that fill us with awe. My body needed time to h
ribs that resulted from a fall playing disc golf (another story for another time), but 
my mind and my heart also needed to be restored.
made of us and by us all take a toll. God is our source of energy, joy an
We all need to take time to heal. As I prepared
quote in an article about the importance of personal self
“Healing is God’s customary way of dealing with us,

hea
The Good Life comes when we stop resisting the invasion of grace.”
  -Wilderness Time:  A Guide for Spiritual Retreat by Emilie Griffin
I believe there is a message here for me, but also for each of us in our daily lives.  
As we prepare for the wondrous and demanding time of the fall and winter holiday 
season, I pray that we will all give ourselves and each other the blessing of 
moments for healing and restoration.   
 

                    Síockán/Paz/Peace, Dave 
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First United Methodist Church Palacios
Message from the Pastor 

Writing the Pastor’s Note for this November’s newsletter began as a bit of a 
problem for me.  My thoughts and reflections were all connected to my recent 

on.  I was concerned that writing about “vacations” didn’t make 
much sense in the fall because most of families “vacation” in the summer months.  
As I mulled over my ideas, I realized that vacations are really about “self-care” and 

mely topic, but especially as we begin our sprint into the 
“holiday season.”  Oxford Dictionary actually defines “self-care” as “the practice of 
taking an active role in protecting one’s own well-being and happiness, in 

Holiday seasons can be very stressful 
we feel we “must” accomplish. As Ginny and I began our vacation 

to New Mexico and Colorado, I looked forward to returning to places that we have 
visited many times before.  Even as we began the long drive to El Paso, taking in 
the change of landscape and vegetation, anticipating the first glimpses of distant 
purple ridges of the Franklin Mountains, I did not really feel like “vacationing.”  I 
had much on my mind.  I knew time off was important, but I felt uneasy about 
being so far from Palacios, the church and its members.  The surprisingly chilly 
temperatures and crisp dry New Mexican air was invigorating, but I still felt very 
disconnected from the idea of vacation.  I don’t know when I finally relaxed, but I 
did eventually.  I realized that God’s goodness continued to surround us, you and 
me and our community, even as we were apart.  I was able to appreciate and 

the wonder and beauty of nature, the vivid yellow, orange and red leaves 
of the maple and aspen trees.  I appreciated the mystery and wonder of human 
beings who lived so long ago and left behind their amazing cliff dwellings and 

My body needed time to heal from my bruised 
ribs that resulted from a fall playing disc golf (another story for another time), but 
my mind and my heart also needed to be restored. Daily life and the demands 

God is our source of energy, joy and love.  
As I prepared to write this note I came across a 

quote in an article about the importance of personal self-care for pastors.   
“Healing is God’s customary way of dealing with us, and our task is to accept that 

healing. 
The Good Life comes when we stop resisting the invasion of grace.” 

Wilderness Time:  A Guide for Spiritual Retreat by Emilie Griffin 
I believe there is a message here for me, but also for each of us in our daily lives.  
As we prepare for the wondrous and demanding time of the fall and winter holiday 
season, I pray that we will all give ourselves and each other the blessing of 
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                                                         ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                              

         

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

United Methodist Women meet at 10:00 a. m. on Wednesday. All women are invited. 

_________________________________________________________________________      
                  

    
 
 

 

            We have a new Bible study.  The topic of the new Bible Study is Parables, The 
Greatest Stories Ever Told, by John White.  We are exploring twelve of the greatest stories ever told.  
Everyone loves a good story, but the parables of Jesus are a special kind of story.  They sneak up on us, 
catching us off guard.  The familiar suddenly takes an unexpected twist, and we find our secret thoughts 
exposed in the healing light of Jesus.  Come join us at 1:30 on Thursdays. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
     
 
 

Yoga Class is at 5 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  No Wednesday 
class. 

                 MYF 
 The youth meets on Sundays at 5 pm 
in Weimer Hall.  If you are 6th grade 
or older, please come join us. 

 

The Girl Scouts will begin meeting at        
FUMC twice a month on Thursday  
evenings. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 
SUNDAY, NOV. 3 AT 2 A.M. SO 
TURN THOSE CLOCKS BACK 1 
HOUR BEFORE YOU GO TO BED 
SATURDAY NIGHT!          

                                          

FUMC may have a Pumpkin 
Patch next year.  Our Wesley 
Nurse is looking into the 
possibility of this fun fundraiser!  

 

          

2019’s Thanksgiving Day will be held on Thursday, November 28.  
The holiday has been on various dates during this country’s history.  
President Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday in November as the 
national holiday.  Years later, President Theodore Roosevelt 
officially declared the fourth Thursday of November as 
Thanksgiving, and it has remained that ever since.  We are thankful 
for all our blessings on more days than just the one holiday.  But 
that day does seem extremely special.  Families get together and 
share memories.  Many invite someone they know will not have a 
family to join for the occasion.  Some people will spend that day 
serving a meal to others.  Whatever we do, we should do it with a 
grateful heart. 
               
               “Give thanks with a grateful heart 
                Give thanks to the Holy One 
                Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son” 
 

               HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
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 Planning Calendar:  
There is a calendar in the office for planning upcoming events.  If you have  
anything that needs to be added, for either the church or community 
events, please do so.   

 
 
 
 
 
                            
 
 
 
                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     *UMW members need to meet at Weimer Hall on  
                                Friday, Nov. 8 to assemble and price donations. 

        

Badges for Ushers and Greeters will be 
on the podium in the Narthex.  All  
Greeters and Ushers should wear them 
before and during the worship service. 

Volunteers are needed to help with the 
Children’s Sunday chool.  If you (or you and 
a friend) would like to take one Sunday, 
please see DeeDee Stork. 

Austin Bethany UMC’s Salt & Light Mission Team will be working at 
our church as well as other locations in Palacios on their mission 
trip to our community from November 24 to November 26.  These 
young people are wonderful examples of what it means to be “the 
hands and feet” of Christ.  If you know of someone who needs their 
help, contact Marty Rieck for an application. 

United Methodist Women 
Holiday Bazaar 

Saturday, November 9th, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Chicken Spaghetti Lunch 11:00 a.m. 

Price $10.00/plate 
Eat in or Take out 

There will be Crafts, Baked Goods 
New and used Treasures 

 

                                    

FUMC congregation members are asked to donate baked goods, crafts, and new and used 
treasures to this wonderful annual event.  Please see Thelma H., Becky J. or any UMW 
member to let them know you plan to donate. 
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Missions and Outreach Corner 
 

Rail Offerings 
 The October Rail Offering of $231 will be used to help fund the Pat Allen Christmas Dinner. It is 

prepared and hosted by former and present members of our church and is held at the Senior Center on 
Christmas Day and is open to all.  Last year over 250 meals were served (eat-in and delivered). 

 November’s Rail Offering will go to St. Andrew’s Society. This organization has more than 37,000 
volunteers gleaning nutrition produce from farmers’ fields and orchards after the harvest.  More than 
18 million pounds of fresh food was provided to those in need in the United States.  Our church has 
monetarily supported this food ministry for the last 4 years.  We donated $117 last year and $162 in 
2017. 

 The Blessing Porch is in dire need of non-perishable foods.  These foods include, but are not limited to, 
granola bars, canned fruit, vegetables and meat, peanut butter, beans, rice.  Anything that can be 
opened and eaten is preferred; however many of the people using the Blessing Porch have can-openers.  
Try not to donate out-of-date foods. 

 
  The Noisy Change Offering on Sunday, September 29th beat all records.  $179.48 was collected and 

then sent to the Methodist’s Children’s Home in Waco. 
 

 Shoe and Sock Tree   We will again support some of our local school children by giving shoes and socks 
to about 30 specific students in PISD identified by their school counselor or nurse. The names are to 
be turned in by November 15th and will be made available quickly after that to the congregation, so 
shoes may be purchased and handed out before the Christmas Holiday. 
 
The Missions Team met on October 15th to plan for 2020. The next meeting will be April 21st, 
2020. New ideas and team members are welcome. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 WESLEY NURSE CORNER 
*   Leslie Machicek, our Wesley nurse, will be at FUMC  
Monday-Thursday to provide assistance to folks who need  
help with covering their prescriptions.  People need to call  
her at 361-571-1044 to make an appointment and to learn  
what they must bring with them.  Leslie also has diabetic  
supplies.  
 *  Next year we will be collecting kits instead of individual  
monthly items.  A list will be put out soon, telling what is to  
go in the kits. 
*  In the future we will have a Diaper Project… aiming at  
sizes 4, 5, and 6. 
 

The Blessing Porch is being used. More 
canned foods (with pop-off lids), juices, 
waters, snack bars are needed. 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
  Nov. 3 -   Daylight Savings Time Ends – Turn those clocks back! 

             Nov. 9 -   UMW’s Holiday Bazaar – 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
             Nov. 24 – 26   Austin Bethany UMC Mission group in Palacios 
             Dec. 8 –   Men’s Breakfast – Methodist Church 
                         -    Poinsettias available 
                     
 

 
 

 
 

Remember, laughter is the best medicine.  Church bulletins often give the biggest dose.   
 
Those Bulletin Goofs— 

“Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.  It is a good chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the 
house.  Bring your husbands.” 

“The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the delight of the audience.” 

“Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their 
school days.” 

 

Poinsettias will be 
available on December 
8.   The cost is $18.  An 
order form will be 
available in the Narthex 
soon.  See Annette S. 
or Marty R. for further 
information. 

         
    

The Seaside Ringers are tuning up their 
bells to ring in Christmas with the real 
reason for the season. 
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                                          ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MINUTES – October 8, 2019 
 
Jimmy Neeley, Council Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and opened with a prayer.  In 
attendance:  Bill Law, Melissa Law, Martha Law, Leslie Machicek, Erwin Janszen, Tony Barber and Marty 
Rieck. 
Included in the Council packet:  Agenda, Finance Report, Monthly P&L Budget Performance, Balance Sheet, 
Transaction List, a proposed 2020 Budget and a Statement of Cash Flows. 
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. Motion by Bill Law, Second by Tony Barber, all in favor. 
Financial Reports were provided and explained by Martha Law. 
Unpaid balance for apportionments is $9898.00. A member made a $1000.00 donation for apportionments so 
now the unpaid balance is $8898.00.  The 2020 preliminary budget was discussed and will be modified for 
next meeting. 
Motion by Erwin Janszen to accept the treasurer’s report,  Second by Jimmy Neeley, all in favor. 
Wesley Nurse, Leslie Machicek reported they will no longer do Yoga on Wednesdays, just Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 5 PM.  Next year we will be collecting kits instead of individual monthly items.  A list will be put 
out soon in what is to go in the kits. I will be working with WIC on some future projects and we will be needing 
diapers; sizes 4, 5, and 6 are the most commonly asked for.  The Presbyterian Aid Fund has donated $500 to 
the Wesley Nurse to help in the program.  I am very thankful!  The Girl Scouts have asked if the church would 
be willing to host them this year.  They will need to bring proof of liability insurance.  They will meet twice a 
month on Thursday evenings; not sure of the start date.  Leslie will call to find out when.   Leslie brought up 
the idea of a pumpkin patch to sell pumpkins and help make a little extra money.  Leslie will call and see how 
to get the ball rolling for next year and report back to the board next month. 
A written Missions report was provided by Marty Rieck. Volunteers are needed to hand out candy and water 
at the Monster 5K Glow run on October 26th.  September 2019 rail offering of $99.00 went to Advance 
#14517A Makobo N’shikala, a UMC missionary in Senegal, Africa, an Agriculture program.  September 2019 
noisy offering was $179.48 and will go to the Methodist Children’s Home.  October rail offering was $231.00 
and will go the Pat Allen Christmas Dinner. November Rail Offering-St. Andrew Society (Fresh Food Ministry 
in U.S.) Five Star. December Rail Offering- Heifer International, also Five Star.  Helping Hands Fund-Pastor 
Moreno uses this to help those in need.  Shoe and Sock Tree will be offered again for 30 students in PISD, 
grades PK-8th. Noisy Change Collection will be held on the last Sunday in December.  Bethany UMC of Austin 
will be sending between 20 to 30 youth and adults on November 24th, 25th and 26th to do needed jobs and 
repairs at our church and other places in Palacios. The board gave their approval.  Next Missions meeting is 
October 15th at 6:00 p.m. at Joni Flores home. 
 
Trustees Report 
 Tony Barber reported that the trustees signed a contract on the rent house with a cash offer of $135,000.00.  
Buyer has a 10 day grace period to withdraw. 

 
Old Business- Erwin Janszen discussed that the Nominations Committee is looking for officers and council 
members for next year. 

 
New Business-None 

 
 

Motion to Adjourn:  Jimmy Neeley closed the meeting in prayer at 7:10p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Melissa Law 
 
 

 
 
Action Item List 

Description Who will manage this? Date to complete Actual Date 
Completed 

Electrical problems affecting the 
sanctuary  

Trustees   

Clean up of church storage areas 
 

 Trustees   

Recommendation in June 2018 from the 
trustees for the church to hire a part time 
handy man for property maintenance. 
 

 Trustees   

Get a bid on replacing the sanctuary floor 
tile. 

Erwin   

Emergency Preparedness Plan 
 

 Joni writes the draft plan and sends on 
to Erwin, Bill, Pastor of 
input/consideration 

 Joni sent draft plan in August 2018  

Find out if the church has 
Directors and Officers 
insurance coverage through 
our liability with Church Mutual 

 

Pastor Dave   

Hearing devices for members Pastor Dave   
Background check information Pastor Dave and Wesley Nurse   
Cameras for outside the church, office 
and class rooms 

Pastor Dave   

 
 
 

 
                                            TEASURER’S REPORT 

                                                               October, 2019 
 

Our bank balance on September 30 was $15,062 in the operating account.  This means we were overdrawn 
by $2,760.  The church has been unable to pay any apportionments.  There have been private donations for 
apportionments, but we, as a church, have been unable to make any payments on our obligation. 

 
We have been working on the 2020 budget and trying to find ways to decrease our shortfall of over $10,000.  
We will have a final budget on November 12, 2019.  We will have more information on the budget in the 
December newsletter. 

 
We welcome any suggestions and input from our members.  Please continue to pray for the financial health of 
our church. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Martha Law, Treasurer 
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                                                        NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS   

 

 
 

(I would like to include pictures on birth dates and anniversaries. If you or family members have 
upcoming birthdays or anniversaries, please send me a photo: murphy_miss@yahoo.com. The photos 
can be updated over time). 

 Reminder: Date for submitting contributions to the Newsletter to Miss Murphy, 
murphy_miss@yahoo.com and Candice Neese, cneese1012@hotmail.com, is 
usually by or before the 21st of each month. 

 

           
          
 

 
     

    Amy Kubecka – Nov.4 
       

 

      

 

 Judy Davidson-Nov.8 

 

        

 
 
 

          
Ruben Cruz – Nov. 10 
   

    
    

 
 

 
                      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      

  
 D’Lynn Griffith- Nov. 12 
Jeri Corporon – Nov. 14 
Landra Vanderbergh – Nov. 16 
 
 
 

  
 Robert Curtis – Nov. 16 
 Sandy Miller – Nov. 19 
 Mary Bari – Nov. 20 

 
Andy Erdelt – Nov. 21 
Frances Crunk – Nov. 25 
Erwin Janszen – Nov. 26 
Rhonda Huitt – Nov. 27 

 
   

John Neese – Nov. 12 

 James Neese-Nov.23 
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               First United Methodist Church Palacios PO Box 947 Palacios, TX 77465 


