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         JULY 2020 
 

First United Methodist Church 
MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
I read an article on a ministry resource website, 
emotional toll the pandemic is having on many people.  I have
described as fatigue.  For many people, this time of social distancing and 
isolation, is becoming a weight and a burden.
been turned upside down and restrict
as the article described, “living through a season of loss.”  I understand this 
and believe that many of us can relate to that description.  We feel we are 
missing out on so much.  We grieve 
celebrations with family and honoring the
familiar traditions of summer’s arrival
The list goes on and on… But we also miss the simple everyday pleasures of 
visiting with friends and chatting after church.  We miss going shopping and 
the routine of daily life as we knew it without the cloud of Covid19 and the very 
real threat of serious illness hanging over us anytime we leave our house.  We 
are becoming anxious for the “return to normal” in all things.  
not in sight and may even be further away than it seemed a month ago.
Yet even in this time of fatigue, we are called to be the faithful people of God.  
God’s love has not waned, nor has God abandoned us.  God’
and constant presence comforts us, 
with patience and understanding as we struggle to accept the changes we are 
enduring.  Even in our weariness, we are called to be a faithful witness of 
God’s love and goodness.  Each day we need to look for ways to share God’s 
love and goodness with others.  One choice we all have is to wear a mask 
when we go out in public.  In this act w
from this illness by staying the course 
professionals.  We need to wear our masks in public because it is best for our 
community.  Jesus’ commandment to love our neighbor and ourselves has 
never been so easy to demonstrate—
ones and those in our community who are vulnerable.  Wear to honor God’s 
love for the lives of those you encounter each day.   
Mark 12:29-31 (CEB) 
29  Jesus replied, “The most important one is
Lord, 30 and you must love the Lord 
being, with all your mind, and with all your strength.
will love your neighbor as yourself. No other commandment is greater than 
these.”                               Síockán/Paz/Peace,
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First United Methodist Church Palacios
MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR                                                   
I read an article on a ministry resource website, MinistryMatter.com, about the 

tional toll the pandemic is having on many people.  I have seen it 
described as fatigue.  For many people, this time of social distancing and 
isolation, is becoming a weight and a burden.  For many of us, our lives have 
been turned upside down and restricted in ways as never before.  We are also, 
as the article described, “living through a season of loss.”  I understand this 
and believe that many of us can relate to that description.  We feel we are 

 the loss of important one-time 
ions with family and honoring the end of the school year and the 
traditions of summer’s arrival, the excitement of travel and vacationing. 

But we also miss the simple everyday pleasures of 
ends and chatting after church.  We miss going shopping and 

the routine of daily life as we knew it without the cloud of Covid19 and the very 
real threat of serious illness hanging over us anytime we leave our house.  We 

n to normal” in all things.  Still the end is 
not in sight and may even be further away than it seemed a month ago. 

even in this time of fatigue, we are called to be the faithful people of God.  
God’s love has not waned, nor has God abandoned us.  God’s daily blessings 

 and we can be certain that God listens 
with patience and understanding as we struggle to accept the changes we are 

we are called to be a faithful witness of 
Each day we need to look for ways to share God’s 

love and goodness with others.  One choice we all have is to wear a mask 
when we go out in public.  In this act we have an opportunity to protect others 
from this illness by staying the course recommended by our medical 
professionals.  We need to wear our masks in public because it is best for our 
community.  Jesus’ commandment to love our neighbor and ourselves has 

—wear a mask.  Wear it for your loved 
those in our community who are vulnerable.  Wear to honor God’s 

love for the lives of those you encounter each day.    

“The most important one is Israel, listen! Our God is the one 
and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

being, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 31 The second is this, You 
No other commandment is greater than 

Síockán/Paz/Peace, Dave 
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                                                          ANNOUNCEMENTS

            

                     
                                                                          

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                            

                                                                         

                                     Gary & Laura Hebel celebrate their wedding anniversary on July 23!
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                                      
 
                                                                  

         

 

Jimmy & Mary Jo Neeley have a new addition to 
the family!                                                           
Great-granddaughter Savanna Blake Clanahan 
was born June 10,               
weighing 8 lbs. 15 oz. 
Baby and parents, Katy and Drew, are doing 
fantastic.         
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ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                              

    

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Gary & Laura Hebel celebrate their wedding anniversary on July 23!
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                    

                                                                                  

Happy 4th Wedding Anniversary to 
Tony and Jan Barber  on  Wednesday, July 8.
 

                         

Avery Kubecka graduated with honors from 
Palacios High School on June 5th. To help 
her continue her education at Texas A&M 
University in the Fall, she has been 
blessed with several scholarships from 
organizations including: FUMC of 
Palacios, Texas & Southwest Cattle 
Raisers Association, Texas Farm Bureau, 
Texas Independent Ginners Association, 
and the Tenaris Merit Scholar Award. 
 

a new addition to 
          

granddaughter Savanna Blake Clanahan 

Baby and parents, Katy and Drew, are doing 

                                                             

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Gary & Laura Hebel celebrate their wedding anniversary on July 23! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wedding Anniversary to  
on  Wednesday, July 8. 

 

Avery Kubecka graduated with honors from 
Palacios High School on June 5th. To help 
her continue her education at Texas A&M 

blessed with several scholarships from 

Raisers Association, Texas Farm Bureau, 
Texas Independent Ginners Association, 
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Due to the worsening conditions of COVID-19 In Matagorda County and in the city of Palacios, Sunday 
worship service will only be provided via YouTube and Facebook video.  THERE WILL BE NO LIVE 
WORSHIP FOR FIRST SUNDAY, JULY 5.   This decision was made by the Healthy Return to Church 
Committee members (Pastor Dave, Joni Flores, Erwin Janszen, Amy Kubecka, and Jimmy Neeley) formed 
to deal with a healthy return to worship in the sanctuary.  The committee will meet again to decide when 
the congregation can return to the sanctuary for worship.  Our service will be posted on YouTube and on 
our Facebook page by 10:00 AM Sunday July 5. The YouTube link will be posted when it becomes 
available, and the Facebook link is https://www.facebook.com/FUMCPalacios/ .  
 
  

 

 

 

          

 

                                                                   
                                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

            

                     Join us virtually for 
our weekly Video Bible Study on 
Wednesdays at 6:00 P.M.  It is emailed on 
Wednesday afternoon and is posted on 
the church’s YouTube link and also on 
Facebook. 
 

Some folks might still need a helping hand.  So if you, or someone 
you know, needs assistance, because of the virus or because of 
any other reason, there are Helping Hands at the ready - Pastor 
Dave, Leslie Machicek, Melinda (Law) Cruz, and others!  These 
folks are happy to do grocery shopping/delivery, provide 
transportation, etc..  Need a ride to the store, a doctor’s visit, or to 
visit family or friends?  Call Pastor Dave at  956-342-9075 .   
Also, The Robert Duran Food Pantry is also continuing distribution 
of items to any and all who could use some extra staples at this 
time.  Emergencies can be taken care of by calling 972-5236.   

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family 
and friends of Margie Holst. 

NURSE’S CORNER 
Wesley Nurse, Leslie Machicek, our Wesley 
nurse, has a new phone number:  361-288-1116.  
She will be doing yoga in July through Zoom.  
She can’t return to the office yet but is doing 
home visits.                       

                                                       

The July - August Upper Room is available.  Marty and Carl are willing to drop them off at 
your house.  Please respond back to this email with your address and we will get you a copy. 
Also, specify if you want a large or regular print.  
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                    Our deep appreciation goes out to all those who help 
during this time – our health care workers, grocery employees, 
and first responders! 
 
 

 
    July 4        

                              
                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                       Missions and Outreach Corner 
  

 
July’s  Rail Offerings will go to our church’s “Helping Hands Fund.”   This is used by our pastor to help people 
who are experiencing some immediate needs or emergencies. 
 
August’s Rail Offering is designated for our church mission fund.   Any monies collected for this support  the 
maintenance of the Palacios Charitable Resources website, which is updated by Joni Flores and is used by 
members of our community.   You might want to look it up on your computer to see what it is all about. 
 
Noisy Change Offering will be held the last/fifth Sunday of August.  A beach bucket will be placed at the back 
of the church, as buckets can’t be passed around yet.  This offering goes to the Methodist Children’s Home in 
Waco. 
 
Applause should be given to many of our church members who are continuing to carry on, in spite of 
COVID19, at our Food Pantry.  They are always looking for people in need in our community to serve!!!!  Many 
thanks! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               

The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day or July 4th—has been 
a federal holiday in the United States since 1941, but the tradition of 
Independence Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and the 
American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, the Continental Congress voted in 
favor of independence, and two days later delegates from the 13 colonies 
adopted the Declaration of Independence, a historic document drafted by 
Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has been 
celebrated as the birth of American independence, with festivities ranging 
from fireworks, parades and concerts to more casual family gatherings and 
barbecues. The Fourth of July 2020 is on Saturday, July 4, 2020. 
 

 

       “Let us ask ourselves what He would wish for most.  And 
then, let each put in his share, loving kindness, warm hearts, and 
a stretched out hand of tolerance.  All the shining gifts that make 
peace on earth.”  These words are as true today as spoken in the ending sermon of the 
1947 movie, The Bishop’s Wife.                                                                    
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First United Methodist Church -- Palacios, Texas 
                        Administrative Council Agenda – June 9, 2020   6:00 PM 

Meeting Minutes 
 Jimmy Neeley, Council Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. Jimmy Neeley opened 
with a prayer.  In attendance:  Pastor Dave Moreno, Bill Law, Melissa Law, Vanessa Kunefke,  
Erwin Janszen, Ken Johnson, Leslie Machicek, Maxine Kunefke and Leland Singer. 
Included in the Council packet:  Agenda, Balance Sheet and Monthly P&L Budget Performance. 
This meeting was held through Zoom in order to continue social separation due to the 
Coronavirus. 
 Minutes from the previous meeting on May 12, 2020 were approved.  Motion made by 
Vanessa Kunefke. Second by Maxine Kubecka.  All in favor.   Minutes from June 2, 2020 were 
approved.  Motion made by Bill Law. Second by Erwin Janszen.  All in favor. 
Wesley Nurse, Leslie Machicek reported her new phone number is 361-288-1116.  Will be doing 
yoga in July through Zoom.  She can’t return to the office yet but is doing home visits.   
Financial Reports were provided and explained by Maxine Kubecka. 
Income for May was $10,523.53 and the expenses were $10,307.51. The income for giving from 
January to May was under budget $11,411.82.  The house payment balance is $66,110.27.  No 
apportionments were made in May. Barney Gulley talked to Stream Energy to make Maxine 
Kubecka the representative since he is no longer a member of our church.  Stream Energy 
continues to send bills for $262.85.  Maxine Kubecka will contact Stream Energy again to see if 
they will negotiate the bill since the lights haven’t worked for over two years.  Erwin Janszen made 
a motion for Wanda Johnson and Maxine Kubecka to have their own portal for online banking at 
First Financial Bank.  Second by Vanessa Kunefke.  All in favor.  The amount to pay for 
apportionments for June is a percentage of normal givings and budget.  Bill Law made a motion to 
accept the Treasurer’s report, second by Ken Johnson.  All in favor. 
Trustees Report  Leland Singer reported on the property at 208 Lucas.  He will get with Dan 
Tucker to make sure it is listed as sell as is.  Ken Johnson made a motion to sell for $125,000.00, 
house as is, and price can be negotiable.  Second by Bill Law.  All in favor. 
Pastor Dave provided an oral Pastor’s Report.  The live video worship on Facebook on June 7th 

the  sound wasn’t good.  On YouTube you can raise the volume.  Pastor Dave will continue to 
work on the volume in Facebook.  To be live on YouTube you have to have 1000 followers. 
Thursday there will be an instructional video on opening the church.  Use of pews will be marked 
off every 6 feet and will be using safe distancing.  We have all the supplies needed to open the 
sanctuary. Pastor Dave will be preparing for communion in July.  Everything will be sealed and 
will use wafers instead of bread and everything will be sanitized.  The council wants to thank Al, 
Joni, Pastor Dave and Jenny for all they do in our virtual worship.   
New Business-None 
Old Business– None 
Motion to Adjourn:  Pastor Dave closed the meeting in prayer at 7:15 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Melissa Law  
 
 
 

Check your emails often as updates and general information will come at undetermined 
times. Contact those who are not connected through email or other electronic methods with 
the information from emails concerning church matters.   



 

                                                        

 

(I 
wo
uld 
like 
to 
inc
lud
e 
pic
tur
es 
on 
birt
h 
dat
es 
an
d 
an
niv
ers
ari
es. 
If 
yo
u 
or 
fa
mil
y members have upcoming birthdays
murphy_miss@yahoo.com. The photos can be updated over

 

 Reminder: Date for submitting contributions to the Newsletter to Miss Murphy, 
murphy_miss@yahoo.com and 
usually by or before the 21st of each month
 
 

     

       
     Kyle Seaman – July 6 

             
         

 
  

             
    Chris Vandenbergh – July 16 

           

 

 

 

  
Chase Holub 
Gary Hebel 
Chae Lynn Neimeyer 
Bob
Gail Brinkley 
Meredith Holub 
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      JULY  BIRTHDAYS          

y members have upcoming birthdays or anniversaries, please send me a photo: 
. The photos can be updated over time). 

: Date for submitting contributions to the Newsletter to Miss Murphy, 
and Candice Neese, cneese1012@hotmail.com

by or before the 21st of each month. 

                        

              
       Becky Johnson – July 7 

       
           Melinda Law Cruz 

  
Chase Holub – July 2 
Gary Hebel – July 8 
Chae Lynn Neimeyer – July 10 
Bob Brinkley – July 14 
Gail Brinkley – July 15 
Meredith Holub – July 15 
 

  
Dale Corporon 
Al Flores – July 18
Susie Glasscock 
Carolyn Johnson 
Marshall Johnson 
Carl Rieck – July 25
Adam Johs – 
 
 
 

: Date for submitting contributions to the Newsletter to Miss Murphy, 
cneese1012@hotmail.com, is 

 
Melinda Law Cruz – July 12 

                     

Dale Corporon – July 16 
July 18 

Susie Glasscock – July 19 
Carolyn Johnson – July 20 
Marshall Johnson – July 24 

July 25 
 July 26 
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               First United Methodist Church Palacios PO Box 947 Palacios, TX 77465 


