
 

 

 

January, 2021 

First United Methodist Church Palacios 

 

Message from the Pastor 
 

A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition (UMH #607) 
I  am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 
Exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O Glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
Let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 
 
Written in 1663 by Richard Aleeine, John Wesley adapted this prayer from a 
Puritan tradition he learned from his parents.  The prayer was first published 
by Wesley in 1753, but was probably not used in a worship setting until 1755 
as part of the first Covenant Service in the Methodist Movement.  Used 
currently in what is called a Watch Night Service, it is frequently used on a 
Sunday after Epiphany or during Lent but only once a year and is more 
commonly part of British Methodism.  Because Wesley thought Methodists 
should intentionally set aside time to remember and renew their baptismal 
vows, this prayer calls us to seek to live a life focused on our call to represent 
God and Christ in all we do. 
 
To many of us the 18th century language may seem harsh or confusing.  The 
central message in the last part of the prayer, in both versions, is very 
powerful for me. “Thou art mine, and I am thine./ For you are mine and I am 
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                                                                                                 Announcements 

  

yours.”  I am struck by God’s willingness to not only claim us, but to desire to 
be claimed by us.  It is an affirming and joyous insight.  As we begin our 
journey into 2021, with memories of difficult and contentious days from 2020 
still lingering, we can look forward with hope because God is with us.  We 
renew our commitment to learn to love God as God already loves us, 
completely, without reservation.  And we can commit ourselves to the work 
and joy of becoming who God calls us to be. 
 
I hope one of these prayers will speak to your heart and be a blessing for you 
in your faith journey. 
 
Covenant of Grace 
 
I am no longer mine but yours, 
Your will, not mine, be done in all, 
When I succeed or when I fail 
Help me to listen to your call. 
 
When there is work, or when there's none, 
When I am troubled or at peace, 
When I am valued or ignored, 
I'll serve you as and where you please. 
 
Whether fulfilled, or lacking goals, 
When I am sad, or spirit soars, 
I offer you all that I have, 
For you are mine and I am yours. 
 
Words and music © Barbara Honeyball Young 
 

Síockán/Paz/Peace 
Dave 

2 



 

 

Healthy Church:  To start out 2021 and in continuing responsibility for the Safety of our Congregation 
Pastor Dave is asking Irwin Janszen to call a meeting of our Healthy Church Committee. 

 

The whole world has been eager for the end of 2020 and is looking forward to this new year with 
the hope and promise of vaccines and the end of the pandemic.  The roll-out of the vaccines is 
reaching into rural Texas, and is beginning to be available at places like H.E.B., Walgreen’s, etc. but 
for now just for First Responders. 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Congratulations 41st Wedding Anniversary, Pastor Dave and Ginny Moreno 

 

 

The Annual UMC Christmas Dinner was served on December 25 at the Senior Center, 

take-out or delivery only.  It was a beautiful day, and the Dinners were very appreciated. 

Many thanks to Carolyn Kubecka and her Cooking Crew. 

 

More Joys:  2020 wasn’t all bad; as it closed, our Church welcomed the births of: 

Annamarie Eden Cruz, daughter of Melinda and Ruben Cruz, born December 17, 2020. 
(She is second cousin to Andi Allane Harvey born a few days later.) And the birth of  

3 



 

 

  

Andi Allane Harvey was born December 22, 2020 at 6:38 pm.  She weighed 8 lbs. 13 oz. 
and was 21-1/2 inches long.  Her parents are Kevin and Seseley Harvey.   Andi was also 
welcomed home by her brother, Bruce Harvey, as well as a host of other relatives. 
  
Paternal Grandmother:  Wanda (Harvey) Johnson along with grandfather Al Johnson.  
On Seseley’s side of the family,  Grandparents are Kandace & Bradley Steffeck of 
Blessing, Great Grandparents Bill & Melissa Law and great-great grandmother Martha 
Law.  Great grandparents Bruce Junek and Jane Remlinger and great-great 
grandmother Barbara Junek. 
 

Ansley Kubecka 

 

Ansley Kubecka represented Matagorda County at the Miss United States Agriculture pageant. She was 
crowned the 2021 Texas Teen Miss United States Agriculture, and will compete at Nationals this summer. 
With her title, she will continue to promote and advocate for American agriculture. 
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Sunday Service 

Communion on January 3, 2021 will be served in person or drive-up (let Pastor Dave know). 

Pastor Dave has received good feedback on the new communion containers.  

 

 

 

Plastic Bags  

SAVE THOSE BAGS!  The Robert Duran Food Pantry uses around 1000 plastic bags 
a month to distribute food to those in need.  Please help by saving your plastic 
bags from Lowes and Walmart and all the other stores that bag your items in them. 
And donate them to the Food Pantry!  You can leave them at church or get them to 
Michele Colura or Mary Jo Neeley.  What a wonderful way to recycle!  
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Administrative Council Minutes -  
 
Jimmy Neeley, Council Chair, called the meeting to order 
at 6:05 p.m.  Jimmy Neeley opened with a prayer.  In 
attendance:  Pastor Dave Moreno, Bill Law, Melissa Law, 
Tony Barber, Ken Johnson, Maxine Kubecka and Vanessa 
Kunefke. 

Included in the Council packet: Agenda, Balance Sheet, 
Monthly Profit and Loss and Profit and Loss Budget 
Performance. 

This meeting was held through Zoom in order to continue 
social separation due to the Coronavirus. 

 Minutes from the previous meeting on November 10, 
2020 were approved.  Motion made by Tony Barber. 
Second by Vanessa Kunefke. All in favor.  

 Financial Reports were provided and explained by 
Maxine Kubecka.  

 Profit and Loss Budget Performance – November 2020 

1.  Income from giving-September              $11,163.82 
2. Income from other sources-interest                 36.39 
3. Utilities refund – Rent house                            129.10 
4. Total                                                               $11,200.21 
5. Budget income for November                   $12,750.01 
6. Under Budget for November                      ($1,586.19) 
7. Net Income                                                   (-$1,889.57)  

Balance sheet as of November 30, 2020  

FFB-Checking Account $21,904.85 

MF-Johnson Foundation $70,283.16  

TMF-Josh Hebel Scholarship Fund $23,316.78 

$1,299.80 payment was made towards apportionments. 
The remaining balance due should be approximately 
$6,000.00. 

I received an email from Marty suggesting that the church 
give approximately $25.00 to each of the divisions for a 
5-Star Church.  Funds have been collected with rail 
offerings for missions.  Bill Law made a motion to accept 
Marty’s request.  Second by Vanessa Kunefke.  All in 
favor.  

Due to Covid-19-The Conference gave a one month 
(November) forgiveness on health insurance charges. 

We have received the Matagorda County Tax notice for oil 
well - $17.03.  We have not received any income from the 
well this year.  We need to check with the Rockenbaugh 
family or oil well company to see if there will be any more 
income. 

Tony Barber made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s 
report.  Second by Vanessa Kunefke.  All in favor. 

 Trustees Report – Tony Barber reported that water is 
coming in the choir room door under the threshold and 
he got it fixed.  The janitor’s closet faucet and sink are 
leaking.  

Missions Report – Jimmy Neeley reported that the Food 
Pantry needs plastic bags.  They use about a 1000 a 
month and are having problems with the stores donating 
them.  If you have any you can put them in the box 
outside the sanctuary. 

Pastor Dave provided an oral Pastor’s report.   Continuing 
education is required three times a year.  There will be 
another spiritual retreat at the end of January which is 
also required.  Christmas Eve service will be videoed and 
no live service this year.  Christmas Day service will be 
about 30 minutes long and the doors will be open that 
morning. Spoke with the District Superintendent about 
the apportionments and he said to do the best we can 
and try to meet our goal.  

 Old Business - None 

New Business - None 

Motion to Adjourn: Pastor Dave closed the meeting in 
prayer at 6:50 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Melissa Law 
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Action Item List 

 

 

Description Who will manage this? Date to complete Actual Date 
Completed 

Electrical problems affecting the 

sanctuary  

Trustees    

Clean up of church storage areas 

 

 Trustees and Church families    

Recommendation in June 2018 

from the trustees for the church to 

hire a part time handy man for 

property maintenance.  

 

 Trustees    

Get a bid on replacing the 

sanctuary floor tile.  

Erwin    

Emergency Preparedness Plan 

 

 Joni writes the draft plan and 

sends on to Erwin, Bill, Pastor of 

input/consideration 

 Joni sent draft plan in 

August 2018 

 

Find out if the church has 

Directors and Officers insurance 

coverage through our liability with 

Church Mutual 

 

Pastor Dave   

Hearing devices for members Pastor Dave    

Background check information Pastor Dave and Wesley Nurse  January 2020 

Security Cameras Jimmy Neeley and Trustees   

7 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY, 2021 

 
 
 
 

2 Larry Dillard 

 

4 Russell Laws 7 Alice Wright 13 Myra Brhlik, Ney Oldham  
     Thelma Holloway 

 
 
 

14 Keeelie Holub 

 

15 Joyce Harvey 
     Jeff Hebel 

17 Vanessa Kunefke 18 Dane Kubecka 

23 Nolan Oldham 25 Jessica Laws 
     Melissa Law 
 

28  Malinda Harvey 29 Craig Glasscock 

 

30 Susan Greenawalt 
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(We would like to include pictures on birth dates.   If you or  family members have upcoming birthdays, 
please send a photo: murphy_miss@yahoo.com and jimmymary@neeleyfamily.com .  The photos can be 
updated over time) 

 

Reminder:  Date for submitting contributions to the Newsletter to Miss Murphy, 

murphy_miss@yahoo.com and Mary Jo Neeley, jimmymary@neeleyfamily.com , is 

usually by the 21st of each month 
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